BY ORDER  OF  THE SHAH

long hours in a summer-house at the end of his garden, the
roof saturated with Tigris water. Young and Champollion
had the Greek script to aid them in deciphering-the Rosetta
Stone. The soldier working away in Baghdad had no
guide. Some years earlier Grotefend had shot an arrow
in the right direction, but the Englishman did not know
this. Nor did he know that a doctor, in a quiet Irish
village, was wrestling with the same problem.

The soldier finally unravelled the secret of cuneiform
writing, laying bare the oldest known history of civiliza-
tion. Of the three plaques, in Babylonian, Susian, and
Old Persian, the originals were those of the Achaemenian
kings. Alexander added Persian. At last, in 1846, the
Royal Asiatic Society published the result of the English-
man's labours. At the time many people, even scientists,
thought he had invented his interpretation of the baffling
writing. Then came the great opportunity for sceptics to
test the unknown quantity. In Mesopotamia, Layard
had made his wonderful discoveries, including a clay
tablet bearing arrow-shaped characters. Four scholars
were asked to decipher copies of the script, using the new
key. Each produced identical names and dates in the
story of Tiglath-Pilesar. The vital clue lay in the titles
of the two kings.

The Englishman's name, soon to be great with fame,
was Rawlinson.

We climbed half-way up the hill of Bisitun,five thousand
feet above sea-level, arriving a few hundred feet nearer, and
a little breathless. From a welcome boulder the images
looked no larger, but rather clearer. With one arm ex-
tended, and an eye shut, the tallest figure was as big as
a finger-nail, yet we knew each to be nine feet high. Two
figures attended a larger one, we supposed of Darius, left
foot on Gaumata. With uplifted arm, he reviewed a
chain of captive rebel leaders, roped together, hands
bound before them. Every figure had a flowing beard
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